
CISA PRESS STATEMENT ON CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

The Council of Igbo States in the Americas (“CISA”) notes the increase in confirmed cases
of COVID-19 within the State of Virginia, and the United States in general, and the Centers for
Disease Control's (CDC) conclusion regarding the likelihood of more cases. CISA notes further the
January 31, declaration of the Secretary of Health and Human Services of a public health emergency
in the United States and the World Health Organization's March 11, 2020 declaration of COVID-19
as a pandemic. The President of the United States has declared a national emergency, and on March
12, 2020, Governor Ralph Northam declared a public health State of Emergency in the
Commonwealth of Virginia in response to the Coronavirus pandemic. As of the date of this press
release, there have been over 51 reported cases of COVID-19 in the State of Virginia. For many, this
disease poses a serious risk of severe illness or even death. Populations identified by the CDC who
are particularly vulnerable include many members of the CISA elderly members who customarily
attend our annual Igbo Festival of Arts, Culture and Literature. 

On behalf of every member of CISA, our hearts go out to all those impacted by
COVID-19—this includes not only those diagnosed with the virus, but also their friends and family,
those whose jobs and schools have been impacted and so many more. Our focus is, as always, on the
health and safety of our members, attendees, families, friends, supporters, partners, children, cultural
communities and patrons. In February of this year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
issued "Interim Guidance" recommending that all employers consider how best to decrease the
spread of COVID-19, including the review of guidance from state and local health officials.
Significant actions taken to date in response to the threat include the cancellation of essentially all
events involving large gatherings of people, the closing of public and private schools, colleges and
universities, and the conversion of business and government operations to telework platforms. In
recognition of the number of identified and projected cases of COVID-19 in the State of Virginia,
the preventative measures being implemented throughout the States, and the severity of risk posed
to some of our members, attendees, families, supporters, children, cultural communities and patrons,
and given the above public health recommendations from public health authorities, it became
imperative that CISA review the practicality of going forward with the Festival as planned.

There is no question this is a time of great uncertainty. The situation is changing rapidly, and
to do our part in slowing the spread of the virus, we have decided to closely monitor the situation
with a view to avoiding any situation that will expose our esteemed loyal members and attendees to
undue exposure to the virus. However, being mindful of the full frontal attack on the disease by the
States which give us hope for the near future, and after deep deliberation of the above-stated factors, 
CISA has decided that the 2020 Annual Festival will proceed as planned between July 31 and
August 2, 2020 unless and, until future developments warrant a different outcome.
Accordingly, early attendance reservations, festival planning, Issuance of Visa Invitation Letters,
Hotel Bookings will continue as normal. In the event of future cancellation, appropriate refunds or
credits towards next year’s event will be effectuated. We realize the impact that the fluid uncertain
situation has on you, your family and your future planning, however, be rest assured that CISA will
always do and make our future decision(s) regarding this year’s festival based upon what’s in the
interest of our cultural community and families. Looking forward to seeing you ALL this summer
at the 2020 CISA Ndiigbo Cultural Festival in Virginia!!
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